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~ WEAT.CAN NORTH AMERICA DO TO PROMOTE SPECIFICALLY RURAL ACTIVITIES ON THE FIBLD? 


ee Ye 12. FOR INDIA 
VI Nand Oy by 
YOR Thomas S. Donohugh 


Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions, Methodist Episcopal Church, North 


All over India today people are thinking in terms of rural life. All we 
have to do is to learn to keep in line with what is being planned and help to make 
it more effective. I need only mention the work of K. T. Paul and J. Z. Hodge. 
The present Viceroy and many other government officials have shown a splendid 
interest in rural problems. I could give many proofs of government interest along 
this line. Recently the Viceroy held up the opening of the Lucknow Exposition 
for one hour while he talked to Slater about goats. However, many government 
officials feel that the missions are not sufficiently interested in rural matters. 
F. L. Brayne, one of the most active officials in India, scems to share this view. 
I think it would be an excellent idea to get Mr. Brayne over here to the United 
States and let the boards hear him speak. India is so big that it is almost 
impossible to deal with it on national lines, and we can help more offectively by 
working through provincial councils. 


One way in wnich we could help to promote specifically rural activities 
in India is to encourage the formation of Christian Rural Fellowship groups 
throughout the country. These should be based on natural fellowship groups which 
could come together for mectings at least once a year. 


There are rural experiments scattered all through India, some of which are 
very well known, such as Hatch's work at Martandam, Higginbottom's at Allahabad, 
Case's in Burma, the Harpers' at Moga, and Slater's at Etah. It is unfortunate, 
however, that few of the leading rural workers have an opportunity to visit each 
other's work. It secms to me that progress would be much more rapid if such men 
as Fred Williams of Ushagram, I.W. Moomaw of Anklesvar, and others responsible 
for work of this character could get together to discuss their problems and the 
way in which they are trying to solve them. 


Some of our missionaries are doing excellent work in furlough study today 
and are writing theses that are extremely vital, but sometimes these cannot be 
printed because of lack of money. There should be a small fund available which 
could be used for printing and distributing these outstanding theses. This would 
be one way of giving all the missionaries the benefit of the graduate study of a 
few. The missionaries in India have been especially productive. Williams' Ph.D. 
thesis on "A Curriculum for Rural Education in Western Bengal," is worthy of 
distribution. We are indebted to Dr. Heinrich for his "Psychology of a Suppressed 
People," and to Dr. Wiser for his recent book "The Hindu Jajmani System." The 
boards ought to buy such books in quantity for distribution to their missionaries, 
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Another suggestion would be to encourage cooperative efforts recommended 
by conferences and othor gatherings. Following a conference at Landour the Rajah 
of Tehri State contributed 100,000 rupees for rural development in his State, and 
asked A. C. Parker, the head of the Woodstock School, for advice as to how to 
spend the money. That is a good way of relating a school and missionary center 
to the surrounding community. 


A great deal can be accomplished through interdenominational cooperation 
in specific areas. The Mothodists, Church Missionary Society, English Baptists, 
and Presbyterians are all interested in the sweepor mass movement in the United 
Provinces. Thore are good prospects of getting representatives of these missions 
together determined to find a solution of the mass movement problems in that area. 
One of the needs is to provide suitable training of teachers and preachers for 
these rural villages. Such a movement has been started, but thero is need to get 
together with regard to the training. The loading seminaries in North India are 
not rurally located. A committee has beon set up to study the various training 
centers to discover which one is best suited to the training of rural workers, with 
the hope that this will lead to a united effort. There is need for many more 
trained teachers in the villages of India. 


Emphasis should be given to interdenominational as well as denominational 
work. Different missions might be persuaded to concentrate on certain areas, 
and then-to join in holding melas or large gatherings out in the surrounding areas, 
including medical work, lantern lectures, and home demonstration. 


India is taking up the Laubach method and comparing it with other literacy 
methods in order to develop one suited to India's needs. That will come and will 
come fast. We should try to work this plan interdenominationally and not all jump 
in individually with our present inadequate forces. 


We must learn to use each other's resources. We have done too much work 
independently in all territories. Three denominations are now considering 
participating in a particular area in: a theological seminary, an industrial 
school, a training school for rural teachers, and a co-educational high school. 
That would be a fine demonstration of interdenominational cooperation. 


One of the prime factors in the training of nationals for rural work is to 
get more of the theological seminaries out of cities into villages. We have re- 
produced our American types of institutions on the fields. Woe must get the train- 
ing of rural people out into the country. An excellent proof of the value of this 
method is Mexico's traveling sominary. They have had better results since they 
have been forced out of the city and divide their timo among the various missions. 
Or we might try using the urban center for six months, and then spend six months 
out in the villages with the workers under the guidance of competent teachers. 


The Indian village is boing changed. One of the effective ways to bring 
about improvement is to offer a cup to the village doing the most to clean up 
during the year. Last year 110 villages in the Punjab competed for such a cup 
offered by Dr. Heinrichs. In the United Provinces the Governor presented a shield 
to the rajah whose village showed the most improvoment. Even such slight recogni- 
tion is effecting notable changos. 


Agricultural fairs should also be encouraged. Extension work from the 
colleges has proven efficacious, This was urged by the Lindsay Commission. Mr. 
Puxley is doing one of the finest picces of work out from St. John's College, Agra. 
If a college like St. John's can spare a professor of economics for six months to 
work out in the villages, surely our theological seminaries ought to be able to do 
the same thing. 
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We mast make every effort to get all of our schools, churches, hospitals, 
and other mission institutions related to the communities about them. Why not 
apply Dr. Jones' idea to every missionary institution? Every missionary insti- 
tution should be creative, or should bo closed. What we should do is to put all 
our missionary money into creative work and find creative personalities to carry 
it on. Let us not be content just to go on in the same old ways yoar after year. 


We must be more careful in our selection of men and women for rural work, 
Of course wo have always given considerable care to the sclection of our mission- 
aries, but in the case of candidates for rural work, we must be especially 
attentive to their background, their point of viow and their previous training. 
Furthermore, we should help those who are appointed to got further training when 
they come home on furlough. 


We must bring into the training for missionaries courses in such subjects 
as anthropology and sociology in order that they may botter understand the poople 
among whom they intend to work. An wnderstanding on the part of our missionarics 
of the customs, traditions, and religious beliefs of a community will do a great 
deal for rural work in all our fields. 
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